St John the Baptist Catholic Church

www.stjohntryon.com

T H E L I T U RG I C A L W E E K
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 30
4:30pm - Edwina Brodzinski†
Sunday, December 1
8:30am - Joan Baker†
11:00am - For the Living and
Deceased† Members of St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church
12:30pm - Amy Barrington

CONFESSION
Mondays 7:30 - 8:15am
Wednesdays 4:00 - 5:00pm
Fridays 7:30 - 8:15am
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:15pm

Monday, December 2
8:30am - Katherine Bertuzzi†

Tuesday, December 3
7:00am - Priest’s Intention

Wednesday, December 4
5:15pm - The Kohlbry Family

Thursday, December 5

8:30am - The Meyers Family

Friday, December 6
8:30am - Kipp Newton

Saturday, December 7

8:30am - Kathy Lubiejewski
4:30pm - Marie Witherow†

Sunday, December 8
8:30am - Jerry McMahon†

DEVOTIONS
ADORATION

Wednesday at 5:45pm

MORNING PRAYER

After Mass on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

After Morning Prayer on Monday

11:00am - For the Living and
Deceased† Members of St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church
12:30 - Rosie Schlueter

THE SANCTUARY LIGHTS

PRAYERS
FOR OUR SICK & SHUT-INS

are lit this week in for
Kipp Newton

Please remember the infirmed
of our parish, especially those
who, by request, have been
placed on our parish prayer
intention list.

“Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away
the sin of the world.”

If you would like to be added to
this list, please call the parish
office. You may also call for a
copy of the prayer list.

~St. John the Baptist (John 1:29)

UT IN OMNIBUS GLORIFICETUR DEUS !

DECEMBER 1, 2013

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT!
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S P I R I T UA L R E A D I N G & R E F L E C T I O N
NEXT SUNDAY’S
GOSPEL READING

MATTHEW 3:1-12
John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” It was of him that the prophet
Isaiah had spoken when he said: A voice of one
crying out in the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths. John wore clothing made of
camel’s hair and had a leather belt around his waist.
His food was locusts and wild honey. At that time
Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around the
Jordan were going out to him and were being
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they
acknowledged their sins.
When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God
can raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees.
Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit
will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I am
baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one
who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his
hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED !

SAINT OF THE WEEK
DECEMBER 7 ✠ AMBROSE, BISHOP AND DOCTOR
You have entered upon the office of bishop. Sitting at the helm of
the Church, you pilot the ship against the waves. Take firm hold of
the rudder of faith so that the severe storms of this world cannot
disturb you. The sea is mighty and vast, but do not be afraid, for as
Scripture says: he has founded it upon the seas, and established it
upon the waters.
The Church of the Lord is built upon the rock of the apostles
among so many dangers in the world; it therefore remains
unmoved. The Church’s foundation is unshakeable and firm against
the assaults of the raging sea. Waves lash at the Church but do not
shatter it. Although the elements of this world constantly beat upon
the Church with crashing sounds, the Church possesses the safest
harbor of salvation for all in distress. Although the Church is tossed
about on the sea, it rides easily on rivers, especially those rivers that
Scripture speaks of: The rivers have lifted up their voice. These are
the rivers flowing from the heart of the man who is given drink by
Christ and who receives from the Spirit of God. When these rivers
overflow with the grace of the Spirit, they lift up their voice.
There is also a stream which flows down on God’s saints like a
torrent. There is also a rushing river giving joy to the heart that is at
peace and makes for peace. Whoever has received from the fullness
of this river, like John the Evangelist, like Peter and Paul, lifts up his
voice. Just as the apostles lifted up their voices and preached the
Gospel throughout the world, so those who drink these waters begin
to preach the good news of the Lord Jesus.
Drink, then, from Christ, so that your voice may also be heard.
Store up in your mind the water that is Christ, the water that
praises the Lord. Store up water from many sources, the water that
rains down from the clouds of prophecy.
Whoever gathers water from the mountains and leads it to himself
or draws it from springs, is himself a source of dew like the clouds.
Fill your soul, then, with this water, so that your land may not be
dry, but watered by your own springs.
He who reads much and understands much, receives his fill. He
who is full, refreshes others. So Scripture says: If the clouds are full,
they will pour rain upon the earth.
Therefore, let your words be rivers, clean and limpid, so that in
your exhortations you may charm the ears of your people. And by
the grace of your words win them over to follow your leadership.
Let your sermons be full of understanding. Solomon says: The
weapons of the understanding are the lips of the wise; and in
another place he says: Let your lips be bound with wisdom. That is,
let the meaning of your words shine forth, let understanding blaze
out. See that your addresses and expositions do not need to invoke
the authority of others, but let your words be their own defence. Let
no word escape your lips in vain or be uttered without depth of
meaning.
From The Office of Readings
From a letter by St. Ambrose, bishop
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PA R I S H A N N O U N C E M E N T S
If you or anyone you know is homebound or hospitalized, even temporarily,
please call the office so that we may arrange for them to be visited by one of our Extraordinary Ministers.
With your help we can make certain everyone is taken care of. Thank you!

For sacramental emergencies, please call 828-859-9574, ext. 6
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be held
from 9:00am to 5:00pm, Friday, Dec. 6.
Please sign-up in the Church vestibule.
REMINDER: Each Adorer is
requested to arrive 5 minutes before
your assigned hour. When signing up,
please include your cell phone number
and make a note of the cell phone
number of the person you are
replacing in case you are delayed. If
you are delayed, please call the person
preceding you, 10 minutes prior to
your scheduled time to inform that person you will be late.
Thank you for your cooperation.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Budgeted Offertory
Nov. 23rd & 24th
Surplus

$ 7,038
7,076
$
38

Campaign for Human Development $ 851
“When Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people putting
their offerings into the treasury and he noticed a poor widow
putting in two small coins. He said, “I tell you truly, this poor
widow put in more than all the rest; for those others have all
made offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from her
poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.”
— Luke 21:1-4

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
SECOND COLLECTION DECEMBER 7TH & 8TH
Support elderly religious. A parishioner writes, “As a Catholic school student from grades K–12, I was formed
to be the person I am by many religious brothers and sisters, and I am forever grateful.” Show your
appreciation for the senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who made a positive
difference in so many lives. Please give generously to next week’s collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious.

WE HAVE NEW
LIGHTHOUSE CDS CELEBRATING
ADVENT AS PREPARATION
& THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS
A Journey Through Advent, Prepare the Way of the King,
The True Meaning of Christmas, Sacred Christmas Songs,
and The Christmas & Easter Story.
See the display in the Church vestibule. A $4 donation is
requested for each CD.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
Please use your Christmas Flower
Offering Envelopes and please clearly
print your memorial names. Thank
you.
UT IN OMNIBUS GLORIFICETUR DEUS !

Thermal Belt Outreach Ministry

ANGEL TREE GIFTS FOR THE NEEDY
The Angel Tree is now in the Church vestibule. Please
attach your Angel to your wrapped gift, then bring your
gift to the Parish Office between the hours of 9:00am to
3:00pm; no later than Dec. 7th; or take them to the 4-H
Center, Locust St., Columbus between the hours of
9:00am and 4:00pm on Dec. 7th.
Gifts will be
distributed on Dec. 13th.
Thank you for your kindness.
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PA R I S H A N N O U N C E M E N T S
SEE FR. ECKERT’S
MAGAZINE FEATURE!

THE FOOD BANK COLLECTION
FOR DECEMBER
has been moved to
December 21st & 22nd.

ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC SHOPPE
• This weekend is the First Sunday of Advent…if you are
running a little behind and still looking for some
ADVENT CANDLES, we have them in the St. John
Catholic Shoppe!
• Shoppe hours are the parish office hours—Monday
through Friday 9:00am to 3:00pm. New items currently
available in the Catholic Shoppe…
• St. Joseph Guide for the Liturgy of the Hours 2014
• St. Joseph Sunday Missal—New Revised Liturgy, leather
bound, zipper closure.
• CDs make great Christmas stocking stuffers—don’t forget
we have two wonderful CDs in the shoppe: Mater
Eucharistiae by the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of
the Eucharist and Angels and Saints at Ephesus by the
Benedictines of Mary, Queen of Apostles. We also have
beautiful holy cards, and magnets and ornaments with the
image of our Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Family Life Commission is Serving

COFFEE, DONUTS & WARM HOSPITALITY
THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
after the 8:30am Mass in the Social Hall

Our State magazine in
G r e e n s b o r o , N. C . ,
published a feature on

“ P r a ye rs f o r N o r t h
Carolina” which
includes a story
highlighting St. John
the Baptist and features
insights by Fr. Eckert on
the beauty of prayer,
Southern hospitality, on
God and the mountains
and majesty of North
Carolina.

SPECIAL OFFER
FOR

E

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

ach month, Our State magazine
brings you lively stories and aweinspiring photography of the people
and places that make North Carolina
great. From the mountains to the beach,
Our State features back-road adventures,
artists you’ll want to meet, history, humor,
and small-town profiles.

Subscribe
Today
e
and receiv
ular
off the reg
ion rate.
subscript

$5

1 year, 12

issues,

Our State

®

DOWN
HOME
IN

NORTH C
AROLINA

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER

2013 $ 4 . 9
5

WHERE TO
FIND THE

BRIGH TEST
LIGHTS
COUNTRY
HAM
& CHRIST MAS
BREAKFAST
OUR FAVORI
TE
CHRIST MAS
GIFTS:
VISIT OUR STORE

P. 236

“... and a
cardinal in
a fir tree ...”

$24.99
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16 ORIGINA L PRAYER S FOR NORTH
I N C LU D I N

G A SPEC
IAL MESS
AG E

CAROLI NA
FROM BIL
LY G R A H A
M P. 76

Our State’s regular features include:
North Carolina day trips • Tar Heel towns •
Diners, cafés, and restaurants • Literature and
book reviews • Scenic photography • Gardening
tips and tidbits • History stories • Fascinating
folklore • An extensive Dates & Events calendar

To subscribe, visit ourstate.com or call 800-948-1409
and mention offer dsdec13

This issue is available in
hardcopy and online. To view online and listen to Father’s
reflections, go to:
http://prayer.ourstate.com
After website loads, scroll down and click on
To Be, Rather Than to Seem by John Eckert (you will
see his picture).
Also, Our Sate is extending a special offer to the members
of our parish who would like to subscribe. To subscribe,
visit OURSTATE.COM or call 800-948-1409 and
mention offer: DSDEC13 which is the special promo code
that entitles members to receive a $5 discount off
subscriptions.

PA R I S H L I F E AT A G L A N C E
Mon

Dec 2

5:30pm
—

Schola Choir Practice, Church
No RCIA Class this Week

Tue

Dec 3

—

—

Wed

Dec 4

6:00pm

Faith Formation Classes, Parish Center

Thur

Dec 5

9:30am

Patriotic Rosary, Church

Fri

Dec 6

9am - 5pm

First Friday Adoration, Church

Sat

Dec 7

9:00am

Circle of Mary, Social Hall

THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED

YOUT

H

GROU
P
SUND
AY
DEC.
1ST
5:30P
M
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FA I T H F O R M AT I O N / O T H E R
YOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR —————————————————
• Sunday, December 1
• Sunday, December 8
• Friday, December 20
• Sunday, December 22

YOUTH Group at 5:30pm
Soup Supper & Caroling at Nursing Home
4:30pm set-up /serve/6:00pm Caroling
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
6:00pm to 9:00pm at Rectory
YOUTH Group at 9:45am

"Christ said, “I am the Truth”; he did not say, “I am the custom."
— St. Toribio

❖❖❖
————————————— FAITH FORMATION NEWS —————————————
•
•
•
•

Classes will meet Wednesday, December 4th
Classes will meet Wednesday, December 11th
Classes will meet Wednesday, December 18th
NO Faith Formation Classes December 25th & January 1st
Wishing your families the peace, joy and love of Christmas!

Note: Faith Formation Classes resume Wednesday, January 8, 2014.
"O my children, how great is Divine Providence! How generous God is to us! How much He loves us! Let us always be grateful and good!
Let us love Him and never offend Him! In turn He will always provide for our needs."
— St John Bosco—Patron Saint of Youth
——————————————————————————————————————————————————

SOUP SAMPLER SUPPER
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH AT 5:00PM
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church is the place to be for our annual Soup Sampler Supper on December 8th—the feast of
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Join us on Sunday, December 8th, for a simple evening meal with
delicious homemade soups and breads, crackers and a light dessert shared in the warmth of parish fellowship.
We have had a wonderful response but are in need of three to four more soup makers! Come on out and share your favorite
pot of soup. If you are interested in showcasing one of your favorite family recipes, please contact one of the gals listed
below. We need at least 12 pots of soup! Bread makers, we hope you will share some of your wonderful breads as well. We
look forward to hearing from all of you!
Palma Davis: riverhillfarmpmd@gmail.com
828-817-4430
Bonnie Winn: 05usmc@gmail.com
850-866-3618
Please send your recipes for sharing to Theresa Fitch: stjohnff@windstream.net

UT IN OMNIBUS GLORIFICETUR DEUS !
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PA R I S H / D I O C E S E / O T H E R
“KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS” CARD SALE
Back by popular
demand, the Knights
of Columbus will be
selling beautiful
Christmas cards after
Mass for the next 2
weekends, or until
they are sold out. We
have a wonderful
assortment of cards
this year so please
shop early for the
best choice and
availability of these
great cards.
Your continued support helps us support
the parish and community.

CIRCLE OF MARY

Saturday, December 7th
Mass at 8:30am
Circle of Mary — 9:00 to 10:00am
Social Hall
“God has created women for a special and unique
purpose according to our feminine vocation.”
— J.S. Benkovic
Under the guidance of Our Blessed Virgin Mary, we are
strengthened and united as Catholic women of faith
through prayer and spiritual fellowship. All women of the
parish are invited to join us on the First Saturday of each
month. We pray the Litany of Mary right before Mass and
then after Mass we will gather for prayer (Rosary) and
spiritual fellowship with coffee and light refreshments. We
strive to bring our Circle to an end by praying silently for
each other’s intentions. All ladies (age 14 and up) of the
parish are invited to be part of the “Circle of Mary.” We
look forward to sharing this special time with you!

PRO LIFE

“When a child is described as a burden or is looked upon
only as a means to satisfy an emotional need, we will stand
up and insist that every child is a unique and unrepeatable
gift of God, with the right to a loving and united family.
~ Pope John Paul II, Holy Mass on the National Mall

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR

Open enrollment for Medicare D Reviews is October 15
through December 7. Call fellow parishioners and SHIPP
volunteers, Debbie Lynch at 894-6337, or Peg Wyllie at
859-6339, for an appointment to help you review your
present plan or to make changes.

REFLECTION ON MARY

You are cordially invited to an evening reflection at St. Mary
Help of Christians church in Shelby on Thursday, December
5. Registration is at 6:30, followed by refreshments and a
reflection entitled "Imitating Mary in the Modern World".
Please visit the following website to RSVP:
www.eventbrite.com/event/8270851339/
Any questions, please contact Dianne Pasco 704-482-9294 or
Cindy Burk 704-481-1748.
THAT IN ALL THINGS GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED

KNOWING YOUR FAITH, LIVING YOUR FAITH,
SHARING YOUR FAITH.
See our religious pamphlets in the Church vestibule,
including How to Make a Good Confession, Forgiveness,
How to Pray the Rosary and others.
Embrace Advent with: How to Celebrate Advent,
our newest pamphlet.
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